
By LIZZIE BOYD
Sho-Ban News
FORT HALL — Bai-

ley Bates, Navajo Nation 
professional rodeo cowgirl 
and three-time Indian 
World Champion break-
away roper, calls Tohatchi, 
New Mexico home. 

Bates competed in the 
War Bonnet Round Up July 
30, in Idaho Falls. She had 
a time of a 2.3 second run 
but was given a ten second 
penalty for not giving the 
calf enough of a head start. 

Bates, 32, has been 
to 48 professional rodeos 
so far this year and as of 
July 17, was placing 20th 
in the Women’s Profes-
sional Rodeo Association 
Breakaway Roping stand-
ings with $46,000 won. 
“The rodeo season starts 
on October 1 and goes 
through September 30,” 
she explained “Then the 
next season starts, there’s 
no break in our rodeo 
careers.” “We earn money 
won that counts towards 
the yearly standings.” 

At the end of the 
season, the top 15 women 
advance to the finals in Las 
Vegas, Nev. in conjunction 
with the National Finals 
Rodeo (NFR), however the 
breakaway roping finals 
are at various locations in 
Las Vegas as it is not at the 
Thomas and Mack arena 
where the NFR” is. 

Bates travels with her 
brother Michael Bates 
Jr., who is a professional 
steer wrestler and if she’s 
not with her brother, she’s 
probably traveling by her-
self. She helps her brother 
with his event by being a 
hazer, “Yeah, for the most 
part it has been me, but at 
Cheyenne he had a differ-
ent hazer. We just roll with 
the tides and let it play out.” 
She said, “to be on the road 
with my family and have 
that support system is a 
major key, I am very grate-
ful I get to experience this 
rodeo lifestyle with such 
support.”

Before Bates became 
a professional cowgirl, she 
obtained her Bachelors in 
Range Management from 
New Mexico State Univer-
sity in 2016. She worked 
with the Bureau of Land 
Management as Range 
Specialist, then went onto 
be a High School Agricul-
ture teacher and 4-H youth 
coordinator. Bates said, 
“My background is in Ag, 
and it coordinates with 
my love and passion with 
rodeo.”

This year, Bates has 
competed and won at 
some major rodeos on the 
professional rodeo circuit, 
she won San Angelo, 
during the Texas run this 
spring. 

Bates recently com-

By YVONNE WARJACK 
Sho-Ban News
FORT HALL — 

Tribal youth embraced the 
warrior spirit at the second 
annual Shoshone-Bannock 
Youth Warrior Challenge 
Friday, August 1 in Fort 
Hall. 

Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes Language and 
Culture Preservation 
Department and Fort Hall 
Recreation hosted the 
annual event that tested 
participants’ endurance, 
speed, and traditional 
pride through a multi-
sport relay. 

The challenge began 
at Sho-Ban Jr./Sr. High 
School where competitors 
kicked off the race with 
a run around the track. 
From there, they sprinted 
to Chief Tahgee Elemen-
tary Academy, hopped on 
bicycles, and pedaled to the 
Fort Hall Rodeo Grounds. 
There they mounted 
horses and raced one lap 
on horseback around the 
arena. 

The event was divided 
into two age categories for 
the tribal youth.

FORT HALL — Shoshone-Bannock Festival 
Indian Relay Races are August 8 to 10 at 2 p.m. daily at 
the Fort Hall Racetrack.

Indian Relay teams include: Appenay Relay, Bad 
Rock Warriors, Beegup Relay, Birdinground, Boogie 
Boys, Carlson, Coby, Dancing Boy, Farmer Creek, 
Little Mountain, Mountain River, Old Sun, Red Bone, 
Redman Relay, River Road, SM Express, Sports Creek, 
Star School, Teton, Tissidimit, War Chiefs, White 
Knife, Yokoyama and Young Money.

Chief Race: Ba Kia Dah, River Road, Teton, 
Redman Relay, Farmer Creek, Carlson and Rock Star 
Made. 

Youth Straight: Birdinground, White Knife, Frank-
lin Gould, Tanicia Gould, Ivan Beasley and Zaiden 
Beasley.

No Youth Relay, Lil Chief, Teen Girls or Junior 
Relay because of not enough participants.

Warrior Race: Cedar Ridge, White Knife, Wolver-
ine Canyon, Young Money and Beegup Relay.

Ladies Race: Tillman Team, Rough Riders, Rock 
Star Made, Tissidmit, Wolverine Canyon, Amyotte 
Racing and Tanaya Rodriguez. 

Ladies Relay: Tillman Team, Iron Eyes Relay, Old 
Sun, Tissidimit, Amyotte Racing and Howling Wolf.

FORT HALL — In memory of Charles “Ham” 
Buckskin, his family is doing a Catcher Memorial for 
the Indian Relay on behalf of “Ham” at the Shoshone 
Bannock Festival Indian Relay races. 

He was a catcher for his brother Tyrell Buckskin’s 
team, the Beegup Relay team at the time of his passing. 
Ham was a part of the Indian Relay since he was born. 
His dad Speedy Buckskin had his own team and was a 
rider himself in his younger years. They were known as 
the Buckskin Relay team. 

Ham was a big supporter of his grandpa Kilburn 
Buckskin in the Chief Race. Ham started out as a 
holder then moved up to being a catcher. In remem-
bering Ham, it always brings a smile to one’s face, just 
because family and friends remember he was always 
making you laugh about something he would say — he 
loved joking and kidding around. 

He was known for always flexing his arms in front 
of you or doing something crazy. 

So, in remembrance of Charles “Ham” Buckskin 
family members will be watching all you catchers for 
the Indian Relay teams. 

The family will be selecting one Catcher who 
stands out. One of you will receive cash and prizes 
from his family. Ham is truly missed and will forever 
be in our hearts.

24 teams competing in 
Sho-Ban Festival Indian 
Relay championship

Professional Native cowgirl Bailey Bates 
competes in War Bonnet Round Up rodeo

Local youth compete in 2nd annual Warrior Challenge

Charles ‘Ham’ Buckskin 
Catcher Memorial to 
feature award & prizes

Charles “Ham” Buckskin for Beegup Relay team. (Sub-
mitted photo)

Native cowgirl Bailey Bates competes in the breakaway 
roping event at the War Bonnet Round Up in Idaho Falls on 
Wednesday, July 30. (Lizzie Boyd photos)

Bailey Bates, Navajo Nation, at Sandy Downs in Idaho Falls.

peted at Cheyenne, Wyo. 
rodeo also known in 
the rodeo world as “The 
Daddy of them all.” Bailey 
said, “Cheyenne was an 
exciting weekend, it’s one 
of the biggest weeks of 
the season, there’s also the 
Days of 47 in Salt Lake, 
Ogden Pioneer Days, 
Spanish Fork Fiesta Days, 
and coming off of  Salinas 
California rodeo — there 
all major rodeos and 
to finish the week with 
Cheyenne when the week 
wasn’t going good and to 
end up third at Cheyenne 
was a pretty good feeling 
and a sigh of relief.” “That’s 
where I also had a horse 
change, and to be able to 
roll with the punches and 
nodding my head at the 
next one.” 

It’s her fourth year 
competing at Cheyenne 
and she has only made it 
back to the performances 
once before. This year, 
Bates made it back to the 
short go finals for the first 
time and ended up third 
in the average taking home 
$12,000. Bates added, “Be-
ing able to capitalize on it 
and get some major playoff 

points was a really good 
feeling as well.”

She would like to 
encourage the youth, “I 
think whatever you dream 
of, whether it’s to be a pro-
fessional breakaway roper, 
basketball player, dentist, 
doctor or movie star what-
ever you want to be give 
it your all, there’s a lot of 
people who will believe in 
you and most importantly 
you have to believe in 
yourself.” Hard work and 
dedication, along with a 
hard belief system in your 
faith really helps you with 
your mental side, she said.

Bates took the time to 
thank Sho-Ban News for 
the interview and said, “I 
hope everyone enjoys the 
War Bonnet Round Up, it’s 
a pretty cool rodeo and I 
enjoy coming here.” 

She gave thanks to her 
sponsors, “Without my 
sponsors I could not get 
down the road, Childers 
Chrome Shop, MX Hats, 
Lone Eagle Ventures, Stunt 
Nations, MVP, Cortez 
Jewelry for authentic 
Navajo jewelry go to them, 
RockinLM Productions.”

In the 9 to 13-year-old 
division, Dayton Tendore 
claimed first place, fol-
lowed by Dallas Cerino in 
second.

In the 14 to 17-year-
old division, Gator Boyd 
took first place, Keanna 
Conrad finishing second 
and Tanaya Rodriguez tak-
ing third. 

Dayton Tendore’s 
team won the Best Tradi-

tional Dress award for 9 
to 13 age group and Gator 
Boyd’s team won the award 
in 14 to 17 age group. Each 
team received $150.

Participants were 
awarded cash prizes for the 
top three in each group and 
received commemorative 
T-shirts for their efforts. 

Sponsors were Fort 
Hall Police donating two 
bikes for the winners in 

each age division, Fort 
Hall Recreation donating 
a jacket to each winner 
and hoodies to second 
and third place winners, 
and Barrie’s Ski and Sports 
donating gift cards to the 
14 to 17 age group; LCPD 
gave cash prizes, and War 
Medicine donated bags 
and T-shirts.

9 to 13 age division champion Dayton Tendore 
completes the running portion of the race.

14 to 17 age division champion Gator Boyd 
finishes first. (Jeremy Shay photos)


